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before a scheme of polar colonization for exploration and investi-
gating Arctic phenomena had been urged by Lieutenant How-
gate, of the Signal Service, and that some action had been taken
by Congress, authorizing the President to accept the steamer
Gulnare, for the purpose of establishing a station at Lady Frank-
lin Bay. The Gulnare had been examined by a board of naval
officers, who reported her to be in no serviceable condition for
Arctic work, and some friction had taken place in consequence
between the officers of the Signal Service and those of the Navy,
but it resulted in the Gulnare not being accepted by the Govern-
ment. Notwithstanding this report, the Gulnare started on her
voyage to Lady Franklin Bay, but only got as far as Disco
Island when she broke down and proved to be entirely unfit for
this hard service. She then returned disabled to the United
States, and Howgate's scheme for polar colonization fell through.
These things, happening only the year before, had been the sub-
ject of much discussion in the press, and this much of the ques-
tion had become clearly comprehended.

The inspector, at that time, ventured the suggestion that,
whatever the purpose of the Proteus3s expedition might be, it
meant that at no distant day some poor naval officer would have
to go after it, but there was no dream, even in his mind at that
moment, that this duty of rescue was to fall to his own lot three
years later. However, the effect of this conversation did stimu-
late a desire for further inquiry into the object of the new expe-
dition, and that naturally led up to greater interest and research
upon the subject of Arctic exploration generally. The literature
upon the subject was abundant from the days of Sir Martin
Frobisher and Sir Hugh "Willoughby, in the time of Queen Eliza-
beth, to the time of Sir George Nares with the Alert and Dis-
covery, in 1875. Nares's route being the. same Greely was to
pursue in the Proteus, was therefore most interesting and in-
structive.

Until the fall of 1883 the duties and cares of the post then oc-
cupied engrossed the time and interest of the inspector. The needs
of the sea-going world, who used the lights and buoys in navigat-
ing that coast in all weathers, day or night, were carefully consid-
ered. The questions of supplying new lights or increasing the
visible range of old ones, or augmenting the audible range ofays and methods ofand efficiency of her crew.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